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Dear CITA Members, 
Dear colleagues and friends, 
 
As always, we have started the new year with great enthusiasm and have already 
organized a wide range of activities and events over the first five months, not only 
in Europe but also in Asia, Africa and Latin America. 
 
We launched our global dialog at the 88th UNECE Inland Transport Committee 
Session. The high-level theme was ñDriving Innovation for the Future of Inland 
Transportò.  
 
My key message was: Technological evolution - including automated driving, AI 
and software-defined vehicles - must be matched by equally robust systems of 
oversight and compliance. Innovation without transparency, accountability and 
harmonization risks undermining public trust.  
 
Safety and environmental protection must remain non-negotiable pillars of 
mobility policy. 
 
This motto guides our activities globally through events, workshops or webinars. 
 
During the DURSA Meeting in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, we focused on the role of 
vehicle regulatory framework in improving road safety. The ANSV Conference in 
Colombia we highlighted the importance of PTI as an essential instrument for risk 
reduction and safer roads. The VERT Forum & Focus Day in Bern, Switzerland, 
provided a platform for regulatory authorities and testing organizations to discuss 
developments in vehicle emissions control. The 96th EVE IWG session in Paris, 
France, focused on advancing a harmonized regulatory framework for the safe 
and reliable retrofitting of used vehicles with electric and hydrogen powertrains. 
 
In Europe, the discussion on the revision of the RWP is of the utmost importance.  
During a panel discussion at European Parliament, event with the Cyprus 
Presidency of the Council of the EU, and the presentation of our annual report, we 
were able to provide guidance to the MEPs on the necessary modernization of the 
European PTI system. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to draw your attention to the remaining RAG 
conferences scheduled for this year: 
 

¶ RAG Asia/Australasia Conference 2026 - Daejeon, South Korea  
¶ RAG Europe Conference 2026 - Vilnius, Lithuania  
¶ RAG Africa Conference 2026 - Abidjan, Ivory Coast   

 
As always, I hope you enjoy reading the CITA NewsRelease - May 2026! 
 
Sincerely, 

DŜǊƘŀǊŘ aǸƭƭŜǊ 
/L¢! tw9{L59b¢ 
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CITAôs 25th General Assembly took place on 28 May 2026 in Brussels, Belgium, in a hybrid 
format, bringing together members from around the world.  
 
The Assembly reviewed CITAôs activities and achievements over the past year, covering key 
topics such as ADAS and automated driving, electric vehicles, emissions, vehicle data 
access, artificial intelligence, quality assurance, and the revision of the European 
Roadworthiness Package. 

 
Members received updates from the Secretariat, Regional Advisory Groups, Topic Areas and 
Task Forces, highlighting the continued growth of CITAôs global activities and technical 
cooperation initiatives. The Assembly also approved the 2025 accounts, the 2026ï2027 
budget, and amendments to the Articles of Incorporation. 

Several new members were admitted, reflecting CITAôs expanding international reach. 
Elections were also held during the Assembly, resulting in the election of Teemu Toivanen 
and Lotte Dijkink to the Bureau Permanent, and Marcin Barankiewicz as Corporate Membersô 
Representative. 

The event concluded with closing remarks from President Gerhard M¿ller 
and an invitation to the next CITA Conference and 26th General Assembly, 
which will be held in Cape Town, South Africa, from 4ï6 May 2027.  

https://citainsp.org/2026/05/29/25th-cita-general-assembly-recap/
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On 17ï18 March 2026, CITA members and experts gathered in Brussels for the CITA RAG 
Europe Conference, bringing together inspection organisations, authorities and 
stakeholders from across Europe. 
 
Opening the event, CITA President Gerhard M¿ller highlighted the importance of a human-
centred approach to mobility, ensuring that technological advances continue to support 
road safety, sustainability and public trust. 

Discussions focused on key regulatory and technical developments, including the revision 
of the EU Roadworthiness Package, vehicle data access (notably Annex X of Regulation 
(EU) 2018/858), software integrity, and the testing of ADAS during periodic technical 
inspections. Environmental topics such as Euro 7, on-board monitoring, and emerging 
emission testing methods were also addressed. 
 
Participants also attended the presentation of the CITA Annual Report 2025, reflecting on 
the organisationôs achievements and priorities, and providing an opportunity for exchange 
in an informal networking setting. 

The conference underlined the importance of collaboration in ensuring safe, clean 
and future-proof mobility. 

The second day explored technical and operational developments, including suspension 
testing, UNECE activities, braking systems, AI-based inspection tools, and updates on 
quality standards and CITA Task Forces, highlighting how digitalisation is reshaping 
inspection practices. 

https://citainsp.org/2026/03/19/cita-rag-europe-conference-2026/
https://citainsp.org/2026/03/18/%f0%9f%93%a2-cita-annual-report-2025-is-now-available/
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On 19 March 2026, CITA hosted a high-level event at the 
European Parliament in Brussels, under the Cyprus 
Presidency of the Council of the EU, to discuss how the EU 
Roadworthiness Package can strengthen road safety and 
environmental protection. 
 
The debate focused on improving vehicle compliance 
throughout the lifecycle, highlighting the role of PTI.  
 
Keynotes from John Albrecht (European Parliament), 
Gerhard M¿ller (CITA President), and George Louka 
(Cyprus Road Transport Department) stressed the 
importance of effective enforcement to meet EU safety and 
environmental goals. 
 
Technical contributions from Iosif Miltiadous (Cyprus Road 
Transport Department), Prof. Wolfgang H. Schulz (Zeppelin 
University), and Dr. Mervyn Edwards (Transport Research 
Laboratory) highlighted the impact of new rules on modern 

vehicles, the safety and economic benefits of PTI, and the importance of inspections in 
detecting critical vehicle defects. 
 
A panel discussion with Marian Rybiansky (CITA), Servi Beckers (EReg), Prof. Schulz, Dr. 
Edwards, and Iosif Miltiadous emphasized stronger cooperation between authorities, 
inspection bodies, and manufacturers, as well as improved data sharing and recall 
integration. 

The event concluded by reaffirming that robust vehicle compliance systems are 
essential to ensure vehicles remain safe and environmentally compliant throughout 
their lifetime. 

https://citainsp.org/2026/03/20/the-roadworthiness-package-road-safety-and-environmental-protection-in-the-eu/
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Last 25 February, CITA participated in the high-level event ñRoadworthiness Package: 
Leveraging Technology and Innovation for Citizensò at the European Parliament in 
Brussels, organised by the S&D TRAN team with the offices of Johan Danielsson and 
S®rgio Gon­alves. 
 
Moderated by both MEPs, the event gathered key stakeholders including BEUC, ETSC, 
Transport & Environment, the Flanders Environment Agency, and CITA to discuss how 
digitalisation and innovation can strengthen road safety and environmental protection. 
 
CITA was represented by its President, Gerhard M¿ller, who highlighted the essential role 
of Periodic Technical Inspection (PTI) in reducing accidents and emissions. He stressed 
that vehicle inspection remains politically underestimated despite clear societal benefits 
and presented CITAôs study confirming the strong link between technical inspections and 
road safety across all vehicle categories. 

Discussions covered key topics such as digital vehicle documents, cross-border data 
exchange, odometer fraud, automated vehicles, EV inspection, remote sensing for 
emissions, and the role of PTI in accident prevention. While welcoming the Commissionôs 
proposal, Mr. M¿ller emphasised the need for mandatory access to vehicle data, 
particularly for ADAS and battery testing, as a prerequisite for effective inspections of 
modern vehicles. 
 
The event confirmed broad support for modernising the EU Roadworthiness Package to 
address technological evolution. CITA will continue contributing to ensure effective, future-
proof legislation. 
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https://citainsp.org/2026/02/26/cita-contributes-to-ep-debate-on-the-roadworthiness-package/


 

 

On 25 March 2026, CITA hosted a webinar on Artificial 
Intelligence in vehicle regulation, highlighting its growing 
impact on safety, inspection, and approval activities. 
 
Presented by Olivier Pletinckx, the session outlined 
ongoing work within the UNECE Informal Working Group 
on AI, which is developing a risk-based framework for 
safe and trustworthy AI in vehicles. Discussions focused 
on AI applications in safety-critical systems and its 
increasing role in inspection, including automated 

diagnostics, anomaly detection, and future concepts such as automated inspection lanes and 
data-driven monitoring. 
 
Participants also reviewed key regulatory challenges, including data quality, robustness, and 
lifecycle oversight. A key takeaway was the need for inspection and approval authorities to 
actively contribute to shaping AI regulation. 
 
CITA members agreed to explore the creation of a dedicated Task Force on AI to coordinate 
expertise and support ongoing UNECE work. 
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On 29 January 2026, CITA hosted a webinar on 
Ukraineôs roadworthiness testing reform, in cooperation 
with the Ministry for Development of Communities and 
Territories of Ukraine. 
 
The session brought together CITA members and 
Ukrainian authorities to discuss ongoing reforms linked 
to Ukraineôs EU approximation, particularly alignment 

with Directive 2014/45/EU. Key challenges highlighted included governance, consistency of 
inspections, supervision, and system integrity. 
 
Ukraine presented its roadmap to establish a modern, transparent and reliable inspection 
system enhancing road safety and environmental performance. Discussions focused on 
areas where CITA expertise can support the reform, including testing centre authorisation, 
inspector training and certification, digitalisation, and anti-fraud supervision models. 
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https://citainsp.org/2026/01/30/cita-webinar-explored-ukraines-roadworthiness-testing-reform/
https://citainsp.org/2026/03/26/ai-in-vehicle-regulation-a-cita-strategic-dialogue/
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From 17ï20 February 2026, the inland transport community met at the 
Palais des Nations in Geneva for the 88th Annual Session of the 
UNECE Inland Transport Committee, under the theme ñDriving 
Innovation for the Future of Inland Transportò. Discussions focused on 
the rapid transformation of mobility driven by automation, AI and 
digitalisation, and the need for coherent, science-based regulatory 
frameworks. 
 
CITA was represented by its Executive Director, Eduard Fern§ndez, 
and its President, Gerhard M¿ller. During the High-Level Policy 
Segment, Mr. M¿ller highlighted the key role of ITC and World Forum 
for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations in delivering harmonised, 
transparent regulations. He stressed that innovation must go hand in 
hand with strong oversight, safety and environmental protection to 
maintain public trust. 
 

Across his interventions, Mr. M¿ller emphasised a human-centred approach to mobility: 
protecting, empowering and benefiting people through safe, inclusive and sustainable 
transport systems. He underlined that trust, transparency and cooperation are essential to 
successfully manage the transition towards automated and software-defined vehicles. 

CITAôs participation reaffirmed its commitment to supporting UNECE, ITC and WP.29 in 
ensuring that technological innovation is matched by effective regulation, compliance 
and oversight. 

https://citainsp.org/2026/02/20/cita-contributes-to-global-dialogue-at-the-88th-itc-session/

