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Inspections protect people, vehicles and nature.
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1. Basic  Information on Vehicle Inspection in Japan
(1)Overview of Vehicle Inspection in Japan

(2)Basic Information of NAVI and LMVIO

(3)Outline of Inspection Flow at NAVI

(4)Digitalization of Inspection at NAVI

2. Future plan of Vehicle Inspection in Japan
(1)Adaptation to the New-technology(EV, FCV, etc)

(2)Enhancement of Recall Related Activities

(3)Utilization of  Inspection and Maintenance Data

(4)Merger between NAVI and NTSEL 

3. Summary

4. Other
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(1) Overview of Vehicle Inspection in Japan
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1.Basic Information on Vehicle Inspection 

üVehicle Inspection System in Japan,  are classified as initial inspection, periodical technical inspection and 

modification inspection. NAVI plays a role of inspecting vehicles (except Kei-car*) which are brought to NAVI.

üBefore users start to drive a vehicle on road, the users (except  type-approved vehicle and Kei-car) need to 

have an initial inspection conducted by NAVI.

üAfter 3years from initial inspection, users need to have a periodical technical inspection. 70% of vehicles are 

maintained and inspected by designated maintenance plants. 30% of vehicles are inspected by NAVI.

üWhen users modified  vehicles, users need to have a modification inspection by NAVI.

*Kei-car  means  the light motor vehicle  which maximum size is described as follows,  and which need not registration to government when users 

drive it on road. (maximum length 3.4m, maximum width 1.48m, and maximum height 2.0m)
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(1) Overview of Vehicle Inspection in Japan

1.Basic Information on Vehicle Inspection 

üIn addition, user needs to have an annual check and the two-year check in accordance with law.

üIn Japan, the user has obligation to have check and maintenance, and needs to equip inspection and 

maintenance record book in car and to write  the check and maintenance records to the book.

üIf user detects a malfunction by checks, user maintains the vehicle by himself or brings to the designated 

maintenance plants or certified garages to maintain the vehicle.

üWith regard to the passenger car, user need to  have a periodical inspection every two years except after 

initial inspection of new car.
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1.Found date

1st July, 2002

2.Organization chart

825 staffs includes 7 executives

12.4 billion yen

3. budgets(2014)

7.26 million inspections

4. Number of inspection(2013)
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(2) Basic Information of NAVI and LMVIO

1.Basic Information on Vehicle Inspection 

üIn Japan, NAVI conducts the inspection to  registered vehicle  and LMVIO conducts the inspection to kei-car.
üNAVI was founded as independent administrative agency under the jurisdiction of Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, 
Transport and Tourism (MLIT) in 2002.
üNAVI conducts about 7 million inspections annually by 800 staffs. Budget is 12.4 billion yen. NAVI has 93 inspection 
centers in Japan.
üLMVIO was founded as private organization in 1973, corresponding to the increasing of kei-car.
üLMVIO conducts about 4 million inspections and more than 10 million document examinations annually by 700 
staffs. Budget is 18 billion yen. LMVIO has 89 inspection centers in Japan.

1.Found date

1st October, 1973

2.Organization chart

722 staffs includes 9 executives

17.7 billion yen

3. budgets(2014)

4.26 million inspections and more than 10 millions 

document check.

4. Number of inspection(2013)

NAVI LMVIO
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2000

üIn recent years, among the number of vehicle owned are transition to remain flat, due to the increase of 

kei-car, registered vehicle is decreasing.

üFor this reason,  the number of PTI for registered vehicle, is in the slight decrease trend, also 

decreasing trend  number of PTI conducted by NAVI.

üIn these two decades, the number of kei-car is increasing. This is the  reason that kei-car is economical 

compared to the registered vehicle, its environmental performance is well,  and it is easy to drive due to 

the body size.

Transition of Number or vehicle owned Transition of number of registered car PTI
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1.Basic Information on Vehicle Inspection 

(2) Basic Information of NAVI and LMVIO
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(3)Outline of Inspection Flow at NAVI

8Copyright© National Agency of Vehicle Inspection, Japan

1.Basic Information on Vehicle Inspection 

üNAVI have two types of lane. One is measurement lane  to  confirm the vehicle specification for initial 

inspection or modification inspection. And other one is compliance check lane to confirm the conformity to the 

technical standards.

üIn measurement lane,  we measures the weight and several kinds of dimensions to confirm the spec of the 

vehicle.

üCompliance check lane is set as factory lane to conduct inspections in series of flow. We inspect 120 vehicles 

in a day and 30 thousands in a year per a lane.

üCompliance check lane is part form 5 blocks. In first block, confirmation of identities and external inspections. 

In second block, we check the speedometer, brake and head light. In third block, exhaust emission inspection. 

In fourth block, we conduct underbody inspection. And last, we have total evaluation.
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(4)Digitalization of Inspection at NAVI
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1.Basic Information on Vehicle Inspection 

üIn order to prevent unauthorized body-building after inspection and fraudulently changing inspection result 

sheet , NAVI are tackling the digitalization of inspection.

üPreviously, inspector wrote the inspection result to paper, now inspector input the result to mobile terminal 

and digitalization facility conducts measurement of dimensions or capture of vehicle photos automatically 

and stores the inspection results electrically.

üBy analyzing these inspection data, we are tackling the selection and concentration of PTI items.

Digitalization facility Vehicle photo sample


